Isotope sample collection and processing
Primary producers and consumers in the natural and the developing marsh were collected, pretreated and analyzed for natural abundances of carbon and nitrogen stable isotope ratios as described in Currin et al. (2011) . In brief, we collected infaunal invertebrates by coring, and epifauna, macroalgae and plants by hand. Fishes were collected in marsh creeks using unbaited minnow traps and throw nets. The infauna were sorted live, identified and stored in filtered seawater (<25 µm) overnight to allow for clearance of guts. Samples were acidified (1 N HCl) for removal of carbonates. Fishes (Fundulidae, Gobiidae) and epifauna (Gastropoda, Bivalvia, Decapoda) were dissected for muscle tissue. Samples consisted of a single individual, unless pooling of several individuals was necessary to achieve required sample mass. 
